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David J. Kopilow is a former Executive Director of the Youth Institute
for Peace in the Middle East and editor of Crossroads. For two vears he
worked in Turkey on behalf of the Asian-American Free Labor Institute,
inization of the AFL-CIQ. Mr. Kopilow also worked as a
Hudson Institute in Washington specializing in Central

PREFACE

David Kopilow has rendered us all a considerable service in collating
and collecting the information of post-revolutionary Cuba with respect
to its policies toward Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization.
The inverse correlation between Cuban dependence on Soviet economic,
military and political assistance and the inability of Castro to fashion a
truly national “non-aligned policy” is herein fully and tragically
documented.

What makes the case study of Cuba's steady erosion of diplomatic
linkages with Israel so painful is the similarities in size, goals and policies
(or so it seemed at the time) between these two mini-powers between
1959 and 1973. Israeli-Cuban friendship took place at individual and
organizational levels. Jewish intellectuals from North America were in
the forefront of singing the praises of Castro. And Cuba resisted efforts
by the Soviet bloc and the Arab groups alike to cancel or suspend its
diplomatic relationships with Israel.

As Mr. Kopilow documents, Castro's views over time hardened: the
Tri-Continental Conference of 1966 introduced partisanship rather than
non-participation as the touchstone of Third World behavior. A com-
bination of pressures, from Arab hardliners to shifting Soviet interests in
the Middle East led to a devolutionary path tragically without regard to
the actual interests of Cuba. Soviet pressures were initially covert and
C'1ban responses were initially coy. But in a series of moves ranging from
Cuban cosponsorship of the U.N. General Assembly resolution condem-
ning “Zionism as Racism” to manifest training and support for PLO ef-
forts, the die of present day Cuban policy was cast — not so much in
stone but rather in the trade-aid packages wielded by its Soviet masters.

What are the implications of the Kopilow documentation of Castro’s
Cuba with respect to Jews? For quite beyond the pedestrian and prosaic
concerns by which nations adjust their foreign policies to satisfy the
demands of major powers, is the larger consideration of the condition of
Jews under totalitarian regimes — be it Hitlerite fascism or Stalinist com-
munism. For the outcome of the Castro revolution, rather than prove an
exception only confirmed the rule that the fate of Jews is a dismal one at
best under regimes who fail to practice the rudiments of democratic
order.




Social science has generated a manifest literature on the Jews under
modern capitalism — from big nations like Russia and the United States
to small nations like Holland and Italy. In contrast, research done on the
Jews under modern communism is much more limited; often the product
of brilliant journalists and courageous non-professional observers. In-
deed, even the exceptional talents of Jewish writers on post-
revolutionary Cuba, often harnessed in support of the Castro regime,
reveal a seamier side: the deep, embittered silence of these scholars of
Jewish origin when confronted with the burdensome evidence of Castro’s
unbridled anti-Semitism, coupled with the near total disintegration of the
pre-1959 thriving Jewish community of Havana in particular and Cuba
in general.

In an essay on “The Jewish Question as Liberal Catharsis” which [
wrote in 1969 (cf. Israeli Ecstasies/Jewish Agonies) I raised the issue of
democratic politics and Judaic pieties as symbiotic ideological linkages.
In the light of essays such as Kopilow’s, it must now finally and frankly
be asked: what has the actual progression of communist regimes in the
Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, no less than Cuba, meant for the demise
or diminution of Jewish existence as a visible entity? This must be asked
first as an empirical matter, and then examined in terms of inherited
sociological paradigms and political positions. Mr. Kopilow has pointed
a way that the rest of us studying these matters would ignore at our own
peril and at the public’s loss.

Irving Louis Horowitz
Rutgers University

New Brunswick, New Jersey
March, 1984

David Kopilow
CASTRO, ISRAEL AND THE PLO

In April, 1983, four Libyan planes carrying medical supplies to the
Sandinista government in Nicaragua were forced to land in Brazil. Act-
ing on a tip, the Brazilian authorities investigated the planes’ cargo and
found, in addition to the medical supplies, heavy arms, missiles, Czech
rifles, a dismantled Soviet training plane and at least five tons of bombs
and grenades. Newspaper accounts reported allegations that the arms
were in fact bound for El Salvador, by way of Nicaragua, to help the
Marxist guerrillas fighting against the government.

Libya apologized for neglecting to tell the Brazilians the full extent of
the cargo, and asked for it back. Brazil obliged by arranging for Alitalia,
the Italian airline, to transport the arms back to Libya.'

The event, duly reported then, is now all but forgotten. Yet Qaddafi's
weapons shipment illustrates an important relationship between the Mid-
dle East and Central America — more specifically, the network formed
by the Palestine Liberation Organization, Libya, other radical Arab
states, the Sandinistas, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front
(FMLN) in El Salvador and the Cuban government. Fidel Castro has
played a major role in forging these links.

This network is not secret or clandestine. One needs no aerial
photographs or classified documents to learn of it. Only a willingness to
take PLO, Cuban, Sandinista and FMLN guerrilla leaders at their word is
necessary, for they have often described their relationships.

The PLO representative in Managua, for example, has boasted of the
PLO's role in arranging a crucial $100 million loan from Libya to
economically beleaguered Nicaragua. The Sandinistas are proud that
they have fought in the Middle East with the PLO, and boast of the death
of Sandinista Patrick Arguello. Arguello was killed in the airplane hi-
jacking which helped spark the events of “Black September” in 1970 when
Jordan expelled the PLO.

Fidel Castro has told of his troops fighting in Syria® with the PLO. For
its part, Cuba benefits from Libyan wealth in the form of loans from Li-
byan banks.

INew York Times, April 25, 1983, page 1.
2Granma Weekly Review [Cuba'’s official newspaper|, January 11, 1976, page 5.



Shafik Handal, the leader of the Communist party of El Salvador, one
of the five Marxist-Leninist guerrilla groups making up El Salvador's
FMLN, has talked of his Palestinian lineage as one more proof of the
solidarity of his movement with the PLO. He travels frequently to the
Middle East, visiting PLO and other leaders.

Despite many differences, the Cuban regime and the PLO have built
strong links which unite them against what they say are their common
enemies; Israel and the United States,?

In fighting against Israel and the United States, they share training
methods and training camps, arrange financing and arms sales, and con-
duct intense propaganda campaigns designed to gain the interest and
sympathy of the world and to distract attention from the apparent con-
tradictions of the PLO participation in Central America and Castro’s
presence in the Middle East.

This study traces the relationship between Castro’s Cuba and the PLO,
a relationship which sheds considerable light on the complex issues of
Central America and the Middle East.

I
Cuba and the PLO

The relationship between Castro and the PLO is mutually beneficial,
Each helps the other — diplomatically, politically and militarily.
Broadly speaking, Fidel Castro has helped the PLO gain prominence in

the United Nations and other international arenas, introduced the PLO
into Central America, provided direct military support by sending
troops to the Middle East, and given training to PLO terrorists.

For its part, the PLO has helped the Castro government gain pro-
minence among Third World nations in the non-aligned movement. It
has provided training and direct military support for Cuban allies in
Nicaragua and El Salvador, as well as arranged financial assistance.

* 'LO Permanent Mission in Havana has written of the PLO's “respect and admira-
ionary Cuba, led by Fidel Castro . . . We will follow a road similar to yours
common path.” The quote is from one of the documents captured by the
laracli forces in Lebanon, Raphael Israeli, PLO in Lebanon: Selected Documents, London,
Cieorpge Weidenfel and Nicolson Limited, 1983, pages 147-148.

Castro’s government has tried to help the PLO gain international
recognition as the “sole legitimate representative” of the Palestinian peo-
ple and to isolate Israel from the rest of the world.

Further, Cuba has closely followed the example of Arab countries in
referring to Israel in terms previously reserved for Nazis. To cite just one
example, Bruno Rodriguez of Cuba's Union of Young Communists told a
gathering at the University of Havana in 1978 that the attitude of the
Zionist authorities was similar to Hitler's hordes who massacred millions
of European Jews during World War I1.* The occasion of this speech was
the 30th anniversary of the founding of Israel, an event referred to as the
“usurpation of Palestinian territory by Zionism to convert it into the
state of Israel”

Cuban support of the PLO has been expressed loudly and clearly. “The
PLO,” wrote Virgilio Calvo in Juventud Rebelde, an official Cuban
government publication, “. . .has earned its prestige with its successes in
politics and on the battlefield, today has the united and militant support
of the socialist countries, including Cuba, which consider the Palestinian
resistance an inseparable part of the world progressive movements.”

"Yasser Arafat is a man,” Castro told his First Party Conference in
1975, “whom we deeply love and admire and to whom we have always
shown our solidarity."””

The Tri-Continental Conference

“Always” is a bit of an exaggeration perhaps, but the ties between
Cuba and the PLO do go back at least to 1966 when Castro hosted the
Tri-Continental Conference, which brought together more than 500
delegates from radical leftist groups from around the world to devise a
“global revolutionary strategy to counter the global strategy of American
imperialism.” Decisions were made to emphasize the need for close

4Granma, May 15, 1978, page 6. [ Translations on Latin America, U.S. Joint Publications
Research Service, July 3, 1978]

5]bid, page 6.

6Juventud Rebelde, May 14, 1978, page 2.

7Granma Weekly Review, January 4, 1976, page 10.

8Stefan Possony and Francis Bouchey, International Terrorism — The Communist Con-
nection, page 47, also Jean-Pierre Vigier in Le Monde (Paris), October 27, 1967 as cited in
Claire Sterling’s The Terror Network, page 14.
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cooperation between “socialist” countries and “national liberation
movements” — which included third world extremist groups,
“democratic workers” and “student movements” of Western Europe and
North America.

Writing in The New York Times Magazine, Claire Sterling, a noted
authority on the subject of world terrorism, called the Tri-Continental
Conference in Havana an “unmistakable call for a Guerrilla Interna-
tional.”

Ten months after the conference a new cluster of more than a dozen
guerrilla training camps from all over the world opened in Cuba under
the Q.Fmvn:on of Col. Vadim Kotchergine of the KGB, the Soviet secret
police.

“The Carlos Affair”

One of the most famous graduates of the Cuban camps was Illich
Ramirez Sanchez, often called “Carlos the Jackal”, who was responsible
for much of the success of Palestinian terrorism in Europe.™

“The Carlos Affair,” as his case became known, was what French In-
terior Minister André Mousset called “one of the most important cases of
international terrorism to come to the attention of any Western police
force in recent years.” ,

“Carlos” is a Venezuelan Communist trained by the Soviet Union,
Cuba and Palestinian terrorists. His actions, in Mousset’s words, “pro-
vides categoric proof of the unity of action of the terrorists groups
operating in Europe and elsewhere as well as the close links between the
terrorist networks and certain foreign intelligence services.”™

As a young man Illich Ramirez Sanchez (named by his father after
Vladimir Illich Lenin) was involved with Venezuelan guerrilla groups,
and he attended the Tri-Continental Conference in Havana in 1966. He
later returned to Cuba where he trained in one of the camps, studying ur-
ban guerrilla tactics, automatic arms, plastic explosives, sabotage, map-
making and reading, photography, forgery and disguise. He attended the
Patrice Lumumba University in Moscow where he met Mohammed

“Claire Sterling, “Terrorism: Tracing the International Network,” New York Times
Magazine, March 1, 1981, page 6.

10Claire Sterling, The Terror Network, Holt Rinehart and Winston, N.Y., 1981, page 15.
This account of Carlos’ life is largely taken from Christopher Dobson and Ronald
Payne, The Carlos Complex, G.P. Putnam and Sons, N.Y., 1977, and Claire Sterling, The
Ferror Network, Holt Rinehart and Winston, N.Y,, 1981. W

BNew York Times, July 11, 1975, page 1.

Wbid, page 1.

Boudia, the top man for the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP) in Europe. The PELP is one of the terrorist organizations within
the PLO, and the organization with which Carlos was to be most closely
associated.

Carlos went to Jordan in 1970 and fought with PLO guerrillas against
the Jordanian Army in what became known as the “Black September”
operation.

It was so called because King Hussein, angered by the use of Jordan as
a base for Palestinian terrorism, ordered an all-out military assault
against the PLO and expelled them after heavy fighting during which
hundreds of Palestinians died and thousands more fled, some to Israel.
Carlos later referred to this battle as a “useful guerrilla experience.”

Black September inspired the formation of a new terrorist group
known by that name which was responsible for, among other atrocities,
the Munich Massacre in which eleven Israeli Olympic athletes were kill-
ed.

In any case, after the events of Black September, Carlos returned to
Europe where he organized and took part in some of the most spectacular
terrorist attacks of the 70s, including the bombing of Le Drugstore in
Paris, the Japanese commandos’ seizure of the French embassy in The
Hague, and the kidnapping of the OPEC oil ministers in 1975, after
which he disappeared.

In investigating the murder of two French counterintelligence agents
on June 27, 1975 by Carlos, it became quite clear to the French
authorities that Cuban diplomats had been intimately involved with
Carlos plans. As reported in a front page story by The New York Times,
the French Interior Minister told the press that three Cubans had been
"constant visitors” to Carlos’ Paris hide-out."

France promptly expelled the three Cuban diplomats for aiding and
abetting terrorism.

Less than six months later, Carlos, as the top hit man for the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine, planned and executed the kidnap-
ping of the OPEC oil ministers from Austria. During the OPEC opera-
tion he spent hours talking to one of the hostages, Saudi Arabia’s oil
minister, Sheik Yamani. Carlos “. . . does not believe in the Palestinian
cause or in Arab nationalism but . . . [considers] them as factors which
might be exploited to help spread the international revolutionary move-

nl5
ment.

UJbid, page 1.
15Christopher Dobson and Ronald Payne, The Terrorists, Their Weapons, Leaders and
Tactics, Facts on File, New York, 1982, pages 41-42.







