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yes, while others, such as Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld, say no. the current numbers
can adequately do the job. The reality. however,
lies somewhere in between.

Following the horrific blast at the Najaf
Imam Ali mosque on Aug. 29, which killed
Ayatollah Syed Mohammed Baqir al-Hakim
and some 100 others, the bombing of the U.N.
headquarters in Baghdad on Aug. 19 that killed
its representative, Sergio Vieira de Mello, and
another 20 people. some voices argued for rein-
forcing “boots on the ground.”

The Najaf and U.N. attacks. which came on
the heels of a similar attack on the Jordanian
embassy and the sabotage of major water and
oil conduits, as well as another car bomb out-
side a Baghdad police station on Sept. 2. rein-
force the belief that the current level of troops
— reported to be somewhere around 130.000
U.S. plus 20.000 Brits — is not enough for the
task at hand.

Others argued for more international troops
from Europe, India and other friendly nations
that would allow American soldiers to be less
visible. thus less prone to attack.

The counter argument opined that more
troops would simply offer those targeting coali-
tion troops greater opportunities to kill
American (and other allied) soldiers. The attack
on the United Nations, after all, was not aimed
at American troops. There is, indeed, some-
thing to be said for that.

In truth, it’s not more American troops that
are needed in Iraq. but rather, speeding up of
the process required in order to replace coali-
tion troops with autochthonous forces.

In term of simple numbers, Iraq had the
largest army in the Middle East before the U.S.-
led invasion abolished it last April. According
to a 2003 CIA estimate. Iraq had about 3.5 mil-
lion men fit for military service. Deduct from
that number those who were killed and disabled
in the war and those who were too closely
linked to the old regime in one way or another.
Filtered down, you should easily come up with
at least 100.000 able men. Why not mobilize
them? And if you really want to revolutionize
the country, allow lragi women into the armed
forces, too. That should easily provide an addi-
tional 5,000 to 10,000 troops.

By now. almost five months into the occupa-
tion of Iraq. coalition commanders — with assis-

tance from their friends in the Iragi National
Council — should have had no trouble identify-
ing a cadre of friendly Iraqi officers able to lead
a reformed military to take over control of much
of the country’s security. At least as far as high-
profile assignments go, such as guarding of gov-
ernment buildings, major intersections, bridges
and other sensitive installations. Let the Iraqi
people feel they have direct involvement in the
rebuilding of their nation, instead of appearing
as bystanders with little or no say.

The current situation in Iraq leaves little room
for doubt; something needs to be done to prevent
the country from becoming a refuge for Islamist
militants and other groups opposed to demo-
cratic reform. And it needs to be done quickly.

Every day that goes by draws more and
more anti-American forces to the region. So
much has been acknowledged by American
intelligence agencies. Note to those who
opposed the United States’ unilateral policy or
who might regard U.S. policy in the Middle
East as neo-colonialist imperialism: Before you
begin to applaud America’s headaches in Iraq,
be advised that continued unrest in Iraq will
also weaken the rest of the region. An unstable
Irag will only endanger the whole Middle East.
The attack on the United Nations has changed
the face of this war.

“If the Americans pull out now, it will open
the area to the forces of darkness, the nihilists,
the (Osama) bin Laden supporters, and others
who will regress the area into the dark ages,”
said a seasoned Middle East observer.

Or. as President Bush pointed out to an
American Legion convention in St. Louis on
Aug. 26, “Retreat in the face of terror would
only invite further and bolder attacks.™

What we are seeing in Iraq in many ways is
a repeat performance of what happened in
Lebanon in 1982-83 when a multinational force
was dispatched to restore order to that war-
ravaged country. Lebanon. at the time, was torn
apart along sectarian lines with Christian mili-
tias opposed to a fractured Muslim-Leftist-
Palestinian alliance. much as the Shiites.
Sunnis, Assyrians. Kurds and Turkmen are in
Iraq. The difference in Iraq is that the various
factions are not fighting each other at the level
the Lebanese were. at least not yet.

Following the bombing of the Marine and
French army barracks attacks in Beirut 20 years
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TOTAL FORCES ENGAGED

U.S. — Total: 275,000. including U.S. air and
naval forces and 4th Infantry Divison.

Total ground troops engaged in Iraq,
125.000. This includes the 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, the U.S. Marines Expeditionary Division,
the 101st Airborne Division, elements of the
82nd Airborne Division and 136 Airborne
Brigade. Special Forces and corps. logistics
and support troops.

The U.S. Navy deployed 5 aircraft carrier
task forces. a total of 47 surface ships, and 12
submarines.

U.K. — Total: 45,000, including air and naval
forces.

Total ground troops engaged in Iraq, 26.000.
This includes the 7th Armored Brigade. the 16th
Air Assault Brigade. 3 Commando Brigade
(Royal Marines), 102 Logistics Brigade. SAS
Special Forces and division, and support troops.

The Royal Navy deployed one aircraft car-
rier task force (HMS Ark Royal). one helicop-
ter carrier task force (HMS Ocean). a squadron
of 15 other warships, and a fleet submarine,
which fired 30 Tomahawk cruise missiles.

Australia — The Australian armed forces
deployed a total of 2,200 military personnel.
including 150 SAS Special Forces on the ground.
A Commando unit, 3 warships, and a squadron
of F-18 ground support fighter-bombers.

Iraqi forces — Regular army. on paper,
420.000 troops; estimated real deployed num-
ber, approx 300,000.

Republican Guard: 72.000

Special Republican Guard: 15,000

Special Security Organization: 8,000

Fedayeen Saddam: 21,000

CASUALTIES

On April 24, the U.S. Pentagon and the British
Ministry of Defense issued the following casu
alty figures:

U.S. — 112 killed in combat
495 wounded in combat

U.K. — 8 killed in combat
74 wounded in combat

U.S. — 21 killed. 66 wounded in noncombat
conditions (includes accidents and friendly fire)

U.K. — 24 killed in noncombat conditions,
(includes accidents and friendly fire)

Australian — no casualties
Iraqis:

Military — 2,320 in Baghdad fighting alone
(U.S. estimate). No other estimates available.

Civilian — 1,254 killed, 5.112 wounded. acc-
ording to Iraqi official figures as of April 3.

The Web site www.iragbodycount.net. run
by academics and peace activists. estimates:
Iraqi civilian fatalities to be between 1,930 and
2.377. Their count is based on incidents
reported by at least two media sources.

A total of 7,400 Iragis were taken prisoner.

7 soldiers recovered,
117 total dead

PAMELA HESS

WASHINGTON, April 13 (UPI) — U.S. Central
Command Sunday identified seven U.S. serv-
ice personnel who were found alive in Irag
“Army Chief Warrant Officers Ronald
Young and David Williams, Apache helicopter
pilots. and Sgt. James Riley. Spe. Shoshana
Johnson. Pfc. Patrick Miller. Spe. Joseph Hud
son, and Spc. Edgar Hernandez. from the 507th
Maintenance Company, were recovered Sunday
afternoon.” Centcom said in a statement. Al

were previously confirmed prisoners of war
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Members of the 1st Marine Expeditionary
Force returned the seven, who were found near
the town of Samar and were flown by helicop-
ter to an airfield near An Numaniyah, south of
Baghdad. They were then to be transferred by a
C-130 aircraft to Kuwait City, where they were
expected to undergo medical treatment. U.S.
officials said they were notified of the where-
abouts of the seven by Iragis. Also Sunday. the
Pentagon identified three service members killed
in action and changed the status of three from
missing to killed in action.

Gunnery Sgt. Jeffrey E. Bohr, Jr., 39, of Oss-
ian, lowa, was killed on April 10 in northern
Baghdad while engaging opposition forces. He
was assigned to the 1st Battalion, Sth Marine
Regiment, Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Cpl. Jesus A. Gonzalez, 22, of Indio, Calif.,
was killed on April 12 while manning a check-
point in Baghdad. He was assigned to the Ist
Tank Battalion, 1st Marine Division, Twenty-
nine Palms, Calif.

Staff Sgt. Riayan A. Tejeda, 26. of New York,
N.Y.. was killed on April 11 during combat
operations against opposition forces in northeast
Baghdad. He was assigned to the 3rd Battalion,
5th Marine Regiment, Camp Pendleton, Calif.
Three Marines were confirmed killed in action
from earlier missing-in-action status: Pfc.
Tamario D. Burkett, 21, of Buffalo, N.Y;
Lance Cpl. Donald J. Cline, Jr., 21, of Sparks,
Nev.; and Pvt. Nolen R. Hutchings, 19, of Boil-
ing Springs. S.C. The three were assigned to 1st
Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Expeditionary Brigade, based in Camp Leje-
une. N.C. They were engaged in operations on
the outskirts of Nasiriyah on March 23.

The Pentagon said Sunday that 117 Ameri-
can service members have died in the war, 12
of which were nonhostile deaths. Not all of the
tamilies of the dead have been notified, so
some names have yet to be released. Five serv-
ice members remain missing; there are no pris-
oners of war.

Previously announced deaths:

Navy Lt. Thomas Mullen Adams, 27, of La
Mesa, Calif., was killed when two Royal Navy
Sea King helicopters collided over interna-
tional waters on March 22.

Capt. James F. Adamouski, 29, of Spring-
field, Va., was killed when his UH-60 Black

Hawk helicopter crashed in central Iraq on April
2. He was a member of the 2nd Battalion, 3rd
Aviation Regiment, Hunter Army Airfield, Ga.

Spc. Jamaal R. Addison, 22, of Roswell, Ga.
He was killed in an ambush of the 507th Main-
tenance Company on March 23.

Capt. Tristan N. Aitken, 31, of State Col-
lege, Pa., was killed in action on April 4 in Iraq.
Aitken was assigned to the Ist Battalion, 41st
Field Artillery, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort
Stewart, Ga.

Lance Cpl. Brian E. Anderson, 26, of
Durham, N.C., was killed on April 2 in a non-
hostile accident west of Nasiriyah, Iraq. Ander-
son was manning a .50-caliber rifle on top of a
seven-ton truck when the vehicle passed under
and apparently snagged low-hanging power
lines.

Maj. Jay Thomas Aubin, 36, of Waterville,
Maine. Aubin was assigned to the Marine Avi-
ation Weapons and Tactics Squadron 1, 3rd
Marine Aircraft Wing, Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion, Yuma, Ariz. Aubin died in a CH-46E hel-
icopter crash on March 20 in Kuwait.

Pfc. Chad E. Bales, 20, of Coahoma, Texas,
was killed on April 3 in a nonhostile vehicle
accident during convoy operations east of Ash
Shahin. Iraq. He was assigned to lst Trans-
portation Support Battalion, 1st Force Service
Support Group, Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Capt. Ryan Anthony Beaupre, 30, of Bloom-
ington, Ill., who was assigned to the Marine
Medium Helicopter Squadron 268, 3rd Marine
Aircraft Wing, Marine Corps Air Station, Camp
Pendleton, Calif. Beaupre died in a CH-46E
helicopter crash on March 20 in Kuwait.

Pfc. Wilfred D. Bellard, 20, of Lake Charles,
La., died when his vehicle fell into a ravine on
April 4. He was a member of the 41st Artillery
Regiment, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Sgt. Michael E. Bitz, 31, Ventura, Calif. He
was assigned to the 2nd Assault Amphibious
Battalion. 2nd Marine Division, Camp Leje-
une, N.C. He was killed in action on March 23
near Nasiriyah, Iraq.

Lance Cpl. Thomas A. Blair, 24, of Wagoner,
Okla. He was assigned to the 2nd Low Altitude
Air Defense Battalion, Marine Air Control
Group 28. 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing, Cherry
Point, N.C. His unit was engaged in operations
on March 24 on the outskirts of Nasiriyah in
Iraq. His remains were recovered on March 28.
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Spc. Mathew G. Boule, 22, of Dracut,
Mass., was killed when his UH-60 Black Hawk
helicopter crashed in central Iraq on April 2. He
was a member of the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Avia-
tion Regiment, Hunter Army Airfield, Ga.

Cpl. Henry L. Brown, 22, of Natchez, Miss.,
died April 8. He was assigned to Headquarters
Company, st Battalion, 64th Field Artillery
Regiment, Fort Stewart, Ga. Brown died of
wounds received in an opposition rocket attack
south of Baghdad on April 7.

Spc. Larry K. Brown, 22, of Jackson, Miss.,
was killed in action on April 5 in Iraq. Brown
was assigned to C Company, Ist Battalion, 41st
Infantry Regiment, Fort Riley, Kan.

Lance Cpl. Brian Rory Buesing, 20, Cedar
Key, Fla. He was assigned to the st Battalion,
2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Expedi-
tionary Brigade, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Sgt. George E. Buggs, 31, of Barnwell, S.C.,
was killed on or about March 23 when the con-
voy he was traveling in was ambushed in
southern Iraq. Buggs was with the 3rd Division
Support Battalion, Fort Stewart, Ga., the 507th
Maintenance Company, Fort Bliss, Texas.

Sgt. Jacob L. Butler, 24, of Wellsville, Kan.,
was killed in action on April 1, in Samawa,
Iraq, when a rocket-propelled grenade hit his
vehicle. Butler was assigned to Headquarters
Company, Ist Battalion, 41st Infantry Regi-
ment, Fort Riley, Kan.

Staff Sgt. James W. Cawley, 41, of Roy,
Utah, was killed on March 29 during a firefight
with opposition forces. He was hit by a U.S.
Humvee. He was assigned to F Company, 2nd
Battalion, 23rd Marine Regiment, 4th Marine
Division, Salt Lake City, Utah.

2nd Lt. Therrel S. Childers, 30, Harrison
County, Miss., was killed in action on March
21 in a firefight in the Rumaila oil field in
southern Iraq. Childers was assigned to the Ist
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, st Marine
Division. Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Capt. Aaron J. Contreras. 31, of Sherwood,
Ore., was killed on March 30 in a UH-IN Huey
helicopter crash in southern Irag. He was
assigned to Marine Light Auack Helicopter
Squadron 169. Marine Aircraft Group 39.
Marine Corps Air Station. Camp Pendleton,
Calif.

Spc. Daniel Francis J. Cunningham, 33,
Lewiston, Maine, died when his vehicle fell

into a ravine April 4. He was a member of the
41st Artillery Regiment, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Spc. Michael Edward Curtin, 23, of South
Plains, N.J. He was assigned to the 2-7th
Infantry, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart,
Ga. Curtin was killed at a checkpoint by a car
bomb on March 29.

Staff Sgt Wilbert Davis, 40, of Alaska, died
April 3 when his vehicle ran off the road into a
canal in Iraq. Davis was assigned to the 3rd
Battalion, 69th Armor, 3rd Infantry Division,
Fort Stewart, Ga.

Lance Cpl. Jesus A. Suarez Del Solar, 20, of
Escondido, Calif. He was assigned to the Ist
Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, Ist
Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, Calif. He
was killed when a car bomb exploded at a
checkpoint near Najaf on March 29.

Master Sgt. Robert J. Dowdy, 38, of Cleve-
land, Ohio. Dowdy was killed on or about
March 23 when the convoy he was traveling in
was ambushed in southern Iraq. He was with the
507th Maintenance Company, Fort Bliss, Texas.

Pvt. Ruben Estrella-Soto, 18. of El Paso.
Texas. Estrella-Soto was killed on or about
March 23 when the convoy he was traveling in
was ambushed in southern Iraq. He was with the
507th Maintenance Company. Fort Bliss, Texas.

Cpl. Mark A. Evnin, 21, Burlington., Vt.,
was killed in action on April 3 during a firefight
in central Iraqg. He was assigned to the 3rd Bat-
talion, 4th Marine Regiment. 1st Marine Divi-
sion, Twenty-nine Palms, Calif.

Master Sgt. George A. Fernandez, 36, El
Paso, Texas, was killed in action April 2. He
was assigned to headquarters, U.S. Army Spe-
cial Operations Command, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Lance Cpl. David K. Fribley, 26, Lee. Fla.
He was one of nine Marines killed when a
group of Iraqis pretended to surrender but then
opened fire on Marines near Nasiriyah. He was
assigned to the 1st Battalion. 2nd Marine Reg-
iment. 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade,
Camp Lejeune. N.C.

Cpl. Jose A. Garibay, 21, Orange, Calif. He
was assigned to the Ist Battalion. 2nd Marine
Regiment, 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade,
Camp Lejeune, N.C. He was killed on March
23 in a firefight in Nasiriyah.

Plc. Juan Guadalupe Garza Jr., 20, of Temper
ance, Mich.. was killed in action on April 8 In
central fraq. He was assigned to the [st Battalion,
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4th Marine Regiment. Ist Marine Division.
Camp Pendleton. Calif.

Cpl. Jorge A. Gonzalez. 20. Los Angeles. He
was assigned to the 1st Battalion. 2nd Marine
Regiment. 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade.
Camp Lejeune. N.C. He was one of nine
Marines killed on March 23 near Nasiriyah
when Iraqi troops faked surrender but then
opened fire on the Americans.

Cpl. Bernard G. Gooden. 22. of Mt. Vernon.
N.Y.. was killed April 4 during a firefight in
central Iraq. He was assigned to the 2nd Tank
Battalion. 2nd Marine Division. based at Camp
Lejeune. N.C.

Pfc. Christian D. Gurtner. 19. of Ohio City,
Ohio. died April 2 from a noncombat weapons
discharge in southern Iraq. He was assigned to
the 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battal-
ion. Ist Marine Division. Marine Corps
Air-Ground Combat Center. Twenty-nine
Palms. Calif.

Lance Cpl. Jose Gutierrez. 22. Los Angeles.
killed in action on March 21 in southern Iraq.
Gutierrez was assigned to the 2nd Battalion. 1st
Marine Regiment. st Marine Division. Camp
Pendleton. Calif.

Chief Warrant Ofticer Erik A. Halvorsen.
40. of Bennington. Vi.. was killed when his
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed in cen-
tral Iraq on April 2. He was a member of the
2nd Battalion. 3rd Aviation Regiment. Hunter
Army Airfield. Ga.

Staft Sgt. Terry W. Hemingway. 39. of Will-
ingboro. N.J.. was killed in action on April 10
in Iraq. Hemingway's Bradley fighting vehicle
was traveling down a street when a car
exploded next to it. Hemingway was assigned
to C Company. Ist Battalion. 15th Infantry
Regiment. Fort Benning. Ga.

Sgt. Nicolas M. Hodson. 22. of Smithville.
Mo.. died in a vehicle accident in Iraq. Hodson
was assigned to the 3rd Battalion. 2nd Marine
Regiment. 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade.
Camp Lejeune. N.C.

Chief Warrant Officer Scott Jamar. 32. of
Granbury, Texas. He was killed when his UH-
60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed in central
Irag on April 2. He was a member of the 2nd
Battalion. 3rd Aviation Regiment. Hunter Army
Airfield. Ga.

Marine Cpl. Evan T. James. 20. of Hancock.
I11. James had been declared missing in action

on March 24, near Saddam Canal: his remains
were recovered on March 25.

Army Spc. William A. Jeffries. 39, died in a
hospital in Spain on March 26 from a sudden
illness that came on when he was in Kuwait. He
was assigned to D Company. lst Battalion,
152nd Infantry Regiment of the Illinois Army
National Guard.

Pfc. Howard Johnson II. 21, of Mobile. Ala.
He was killed on March 23 when his 507th
Maintenance Company was ambushed.

Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class (Fleet Marine
Force) Michael Vann Johnson Jr.. 25. of Little
Rock. Ark. Johnson was killed in action on
March 25 in Iraq. He was assigned to the Naval
Medical Center San Diego. 3rd Marine Divi-
sion Detachment. San Diego. Calif.

Pvt. Devon D. Jones, 19, of San Diego, died
when his vehicle fell into a ravine on April 4.
He was a member of the 41st Artillery Regi-
ment, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Staft Sgt. Phillip A. Jordan. 42, Brazoria.
Texas. He was assigned to the Ist Battalion.
2nd Marine Regiment. 2nd Marine Expedi-
tionary Brigade, Camp Lejeune. N.C. He was
killed on March 23 near Nasiriyah. He was
among the nine Marines killed in Iraq Sunday
when opposition troops pretending to surrender
opened fire.

2nd Lt. Jeffrey J. Kaylor. 24, of Clifton. Va..
was killed in action in Iraq on April 7. Kaylor
was assigned to C Battery, 39th Field Artillery
Battalion, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Spc. James M. Kiehl. 22, of Comfort, Texas.
Kiehl was killed on or about March 23 when
the convoy he was traveling in was ambushed
in southern Iraq. He was with the 507th Main-
tenance Company. Fort Bliss. Texas.

Capt. Edward J. Korn, 31, of Savannah. Ga.,
was killed while he investigated the wreckage
of a T-72 tank destroved by his unit in central
Iraq. Korn was assigned to the 64th Armor. 3rd
Infantry Division. Fort Stewart. Ga.

Sgt. Brad Korthaus. 28. Davenport. Iowa.
drowned in a canal on March 24. He was
assigned to Engineering Company C. 6th Engi-
neer Support Battalion, 4th Force Service Sup-
port Group. based in Peoria, Ill. His remains
were found on March 235.

Cpl. Brian Matthew Kennedy. 25. of Hous-
ton. was assigned to the Marine Medium Heli-
copter Squadron 268. 3rd Marine Aircraft
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Wing. Marine Corps Air Station Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif. Kennedy died in a CH-46E helicop-
ter crash on March 20 in Kuwait.

Sgt. Michael V. Lalush. 23. of Troutville. Va.,
was killed on March 30 in a UH-1N Huey heli-
copter crash in southern Iraq. He was assigned to
Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 169.
Marine Air Craft Group 39. Marine Corps Air
Station. Camp Pendleton. Calif.

Staff Sgt. Nino D. Livaudais, 23. of Utah,
died on April 3 from injuries sustained in com-
bat. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion. 75th
Ranger Regiment. Fort Benning. Ga.

Spc. Ryan P. Long. 21, died on April 3 from
injuries sustained in combat. He was assigned
to A Company, 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Reg-
iment, Fort Benning. Ga.

Marine Lance Cpl. Joseph B. Maglione, 22,
of Lansdale., Pa.. died from a noncombat
weapons discharge on April 1 in Kuwait.
Maglione was assigned to Bridge Company B,
6th Engineer Support Battalion, 4th Force
Service Support Group. based in Folsom. Pa.

Sgt. Ist Class John W. Marshall, 50. of Los
Angeles. was killed in action on April 8 in Iraq.
Marshall was struck by an opposition rocket-
propelled grenade during an Iraqi ambush in
Baghdad. Marshall was assigned to 3rd Battal-
ion. 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Chief Warrant Officer Johnny Villareal
Mata. 35. of Amarillo, Texas. Villareal Mata
was Killed on or about March 23 when the con-
voy he was traveling in was ambushed in
southern Iraq. He was with the 507th Mainte-
nance Company. Fort Bliss. Texas.

Staff Sgt. Donald C. May. Jr.. 31, of Rich-
mond. Va.. of the Ist Tank Batalion. Ist
Marine Division. Marine Corps Air-Ground
Combat Center. Twenty-nine Palms. Calif.

Pfc. Francisco A. Martinez-Flores. 21. of
Los Angeles. Martinez-Florez was assigned to
the Ist Tank Battalion. 1st Marine Division.
Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat Center.
Twenty-nine Palms. Calif.

Marine Sgt. Brian D. McGinnis, 23. of St.
George. Del., died on March 30 in a UH-IN
Huey helicopter crash in southern lraq. He was
assigned to Marine Light Attack Helicopter
Squadron 169. Marine Air Craft Group 39.
Marine Corps Air Station. Camp Pendleton,
Calif.

Ist Lt. Brian M. McPhillips. 25. of Pem-
broke, Mass., was killed on April 4 during a
firefight in central Iraq. He was assigned to the
2nd Tank Battalion. 2nd Marine Division,
based at Camp Lejeune. N.C.

Gunnery Sgt. Joseph Menusa. 33. of San
Jose. Calif. He was assigned to the Ist Combat
Engineer Battalion, Ist Marine Division. Camp
Pendleton, Calif.

Pfc. Jason M. Meyer. 23, of Swartz Creek,
Mich.. was killed in action on April 8 in Irag.
Meyer was assigned to B Company. 11th Engi-
neer Battalion, Fort Stewart. Ga. The circum-
stances surrounding his death are under inves-
tigation.

Pfc. Anthony S. Miller. 19. of San Antonio.
Texas. was killed on April 7 by opposition indi-
rect fire in Iraq. Miller was assigned to head-
quarters and Headquarters Company. 3rd
Infantry Division, 2nd Brigade. Fort Stewart. Ga.

Spc. George A. Mitchell, 35, of Rawlings.
Md., was assigned to Headquarters Company.
3rd Infantry Division. 2nd Brigade Combat
Team. Fort Stewart, Ga. Mitchell died of
wounds received in an opposition rocket attack
south of Baghdad on April 7.

Marine Lance Cpl. Patrick R. Nixon. 21. of
Nashville. has been reclassified as killed in
action from missing. Nixon was assigned to the
Ist Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment. 2nd
Marine Expeditionary Brigade. Camp Lejeune.
N.C. His unit was engaged in operations on
March 23 on the outskirts of Nasirivah in Iraq.
His remains were recovered on March 30.

Spc. Donald S. Oaks Jr., 20. of Erie. Pa.. was
killed in action in Iraq on April 3. He was
assigned to C Battery. 3rd Battalion. 13th Field
Artillery Regiment (Multiple-Launch Rocket
System). Fort Sill. Okla.

Lance Cpl. Patrick T. O'Day. 20, of
Sonoma. Calif.. of the Ist Tank Battalion. Ist
Marine Division. Marine Corps Air-Ground
Combat Center. Twenty-nine Palms, Calit.

Lance Cpl. Eric J. Orlowski. 26. of Buftalo.
N.Y.. was killed by an accidental discharge of a
.30-caliber machine gun in lIraq. He was
assigned to the 2nd Tank Battalion, 2nd Marine
Division. Camp Lejeune. N.C

Set. Fernando Padilla-Ramirez. 26, of San
Luis, Ariz.. of the Marine Wing Support
Squadron 371. Marine Support Group 37.
Marine Corps Air Station., Yuma. Ariz. He was
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last seen conducting convoy operations in the
vicinity of Nasiriyah on March 28. His remains
were identified on April 10.

Sgt. Michael F. Pedersen, 26, of Flint, Mich.
He was killed when his UH-60 Black Hawk
helicopter crashed in central Iraq on April 2. He
was a member of the 2nd Battalion. 3rd Avia-
tion Regiment. Hunter Army Airfield. Ga.

Pfc. Lori Ann Piestewa, 23, Tuba City, Ariz.
Piestewa was killed on or about March 23
when the convoy she was traveling in was
ambushed in southern Iraq. She was with the
507th Maintenance Company. Fort Bliss,
Texas.

2nd Lt. Frederick E. Pokorney Jr., 31, Nye,
Nev. He was assigned to the Headquarters Bat-
tery, 1st Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment. 2nd
Marine Expeditionary Brigade. Camp Lejeune,
N.C.

Pvt. Kelley S. Prewitt, 24, of Alabama, was
killed in action by opposition fire on April 6.
Prewitt was assigned to Headquarters Com-
pany. 2nd Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment,
Fort Benning, Ga.

Sgt. Ist Class Randall S. Rehn, 36. Long-
mont, Colo.. was killed in action on April 3. He
was assigned to C Battery. 3rd Battalion, 13th
Field Artillery Regiment (Multiple-Launch
Rocket System), Fort Sill. Okla.

Sgt. Brendon C. Reiss, 23. of Casper. Wyo.
He was assigned to 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine
Regiment, 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade.
based in Camp Lejeune, N.C. Reiss, last seen
when his unit was engaged in combat opera-
tions on March 23 in the vicinity of Nasiriyah,
Iraq. had been listed as missing in action. His
remains were found on April 11.

Pfc. Diego Fernando Rincon, 19, of Cony-
ers. Ga. He was assigned to the 2-7th Infantry.
3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga. Rincon
was Killed at a checkpoint by a car bomb on
March 29.

Sgt. Duane R. Rios, 25, of Hammond, Ind.,
was killed on April 4 during a firefight in cen-
tral Iraq. He was assigned to the 1st Combat
Engineer Battalion. Ist Marine Division, based
at Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Capt. Russell B. Rippetoe, 27, died on April
3 from injuries sustained in combat. He was
assigned to A Company, 3rd Battalion, 75th
Ranger Regiment. Fort Benning, Ga. He was
from Colorado.

Sgt. Todd J. Robbins, 33, Pentwater, Mich.,
was killed in action on April 3. He was
assigned to C Battery, 3rd Battalion, 13th Field
Artillery Regiment (Multiple-Launch Rocket
System), Fort Sill, Okla.

Marine Cpl. Robert M. Rodriguez, 21, of
Queens, N.Y., was killed in action on March 27
when the tank he was riding in fell into the
Euphrates River during combat operations
northwest of Nasiriyah. His remains were
recovered on March 30. He was assigned to the
Ist Tank Battalion, Ist Marine Division,
Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat Center,
Twenty-nine Palms, Calif.

Cpl. Randal Kent Rosacker, 21, San Diego.
He was assigned to the Ist Battalion, 2nd
Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Expeditionary
Brigade, Camp Lejeune, N.C. He was killed on
March 23 near Nasiriyah.

Spe. Brandon J. Rowe, 20, of Roscoe, IlI.,
was killed in action on March 31 in Ayyub,
Iraq, by opposition artillery. He was assigned to
the C Company, Ist Battalion, 502nd Infantry
Regiment, 10Ist Airborne Division (Air
Assault), Fort Campbell, Ky.

Capt. Benjamin W. Sammis, 29, of Reho-
beth, Mass.. was killed in action on April 4
when his AH-1W Super Cobra helicopter
crashed during combat operations near Ali
Aziziyal, Iraq. He was assigned to the Marine
Light Attack Helicopter Squadron-267, Marine
Aircraft Group 39, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing,
Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Staff Sgt. Robert A Stever, 36, of Pendleton,
Ore., was killed in action by opposition fire on
April 8. He was assigned the Headquarters
Company, 3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry Regi-
ment, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Army Spc. Gregory P. Sanders, 19, of Indi-
ana. He was assigned to the 3rd Battalion. 69th
Armored. Fort Stewart. Ga. He died on March
24.

Army Capt. Christopher Scott Seifert, 27.
was killed by a grenade when he was sleeping
in a tent at Camp Pennsylvania, Kuwait, on
March 22. Seifert was assigned to the 101st
Airborne Division, Fort Campbell. Ky.

Cpl. Erik H. Silva, 22, of Chula Vista, Calif..
was killed in action in Iraq on April 3. Silva
was assigned to the 3rd Battalion. Sth Marines,
1st Marine Division, based at Camp Pendleton.
Calif.
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Pvt. Brandon U. Sloan, 19, of Cleveland,
Ohio. Sloan was killed on or about March 23
when the convoy he was traveling in was
ambushed in southern Iraq. He was with the
507th Maintenance Company, Fort Bliss,
Texas.

Lance Cpl. Thomas J. Slocum, age unknown,
Adams, Colo. Slocum was assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Expeditionary Brigade, Camp Lejeune, N.C. He
was killed near Nasiriyah.

Chief Warrant Officer Eric A. Smith, 41, of
Calif. He was killed when his UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopter crashed in central Iraq on April
2. He was a member of the 2nd Battalion, 3rd
Aviation Regiment, Hunter Army Airfield, Ga.

Sgt. 1st Class Paul R. Smith, 33, of Tampa,
Fla., was killed in action on April 4. Smith was
assigned to the llth Engineer Battalion, Fort
Stewart, Ga.

Sgt. Roderic A. Solomon, 32, from Fayet-
teville, N.C., died on March 28 when his
Bradley fighting vehicle rolled off a cliff in a
nonhostile accident in Iraq. Solomon was
assigned to the 2-7th Infantry, 3rd Infantry
Division, out of Fort Stewart, Ga.

Air National Guard Maj. Gregory Stone, 40,
of Boise, Idaho, died March 25, from wounds
sustained when an American soldier allegedly
threw a hand grenade into his tent. Stone was
assigned to the 124th Air Support Operations
Squadron.

Army Reserve Spc. Brandon S. Tobler, 19.
His hometown was not available. Tobler died in
a vehicle accident on March 22 in Iraq. Tobler
was assigned to the 671st Engineer Brigade,
Portland, Ore.

Sgt. Donald R. Walters, 33, of Kansas City,
Mo. Walters was killed on or about March 23
when the convoy he was traveling in was
ambushed in southern Iraq. He was with the
507th Maintenance Company, Fort Bliss,
Texas.

Staff Sgt. Kendall Damon Watersbey, 29, of
Baltimore, was assigned to the Marine Medium
Helicopter Squadron 268, 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing, Marine Corps Air Station Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif. Watersbey died in a CH-46E heli-
copter crash March 20 in Kuwait.

Pfc. Michael Russell Creighton Weldon, 20,
of Conyers, Ga. He was assigned to the 2-7th
Infantry, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart,

Ga. Weldon was one of four Americans killed
at a checkpoint near Najaf by a car bomb on
March 29.

Lt. Nathan D. White, 30, of Mesa, Ariz., was
killed in action April 2 in Irag. White was
assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron One Nine
Five, based in Atsugi, Japan, and currently
deployed with Carrier Air Wing Five aboard
USS Kitty Hawk. White was the pilot of an
F/A-18C Hornet lost over Iraq on April 2. The
incident remains under investigation.

Sgt. Eugene Williams, 24, of Highland, N.Y.
He was assigned to the 2-7th Infantry, 3rd
Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga. Williams
was killed at a checkpoint by a car bomb on
March 29.

Lance Cpl. Michael J. Williams, 31, of
Yuma, Ariz. He was assigned to the 1st Battal-
ion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Expe-
ditionary Brigade, Camp Lejeune, N.C. His
unit was engaged in operations March 23 on
the outskirts of Nasiriyah in Iraq. His remains
were recovered March 28.

As of Aug. 22, the Department of Defense
said there were no confirmed prisoners of war
or missing personnel.

Combat deaths reported from April 17 to
May 1, the date major combat operations were
declared over:

Army Spc. Edward J. Anguiano, 24,
Brownsville, Texas (previously reported as
missing following 3/23 ambush while traveling
on Highway 7). He was with the 3rd Combat
Support Battalion, Ft. Stewart, Ga.

Marine CWO Andrew Todd Arnold, 30,
Spring, Texas. Killed when enemy rocket he
was inspecting exploded. He was with the Ist
Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Expeditionary Battalion, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Army Spc. Roy Russell Buckley, 24. Por-
tage, In. Found dead by roadside after exiting
truck and entering trailer while traveling in
convoy. The incident is under investigation. He
was with the 685th Transportation Company,
Hobart, Ind.

Marine Cpl. Kemaphoom A. Chanawongse.
22, Waterford, Conn. Killed in action near
Nasiriyah on March 23. Previously listed as
missing in action. He was assigned to the 2nd
Amphibious Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment,
2nd Marine Expenditionary Brigade. Camp
Lejeune, N.C
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Marine CWO Robert William Channell Jr.,
36, Tuscaloosa, Ala. Killed near Al Kut April
22 when an enemy rocket he and others were
firing for familiarization malfunctioned. He
was with the 1st Battalion, 10th Marine Regi-
ment, 2nd Marine Expeditionary Battalion,
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Air Force Capt. Eric B. Das, 30. Amarillo,
Texas. Killed in action April 7 when the F15E he
was piloting crashed during combat operations.
Das was assigned to the 333rd Fighter Squadron.
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C.

Army Ist Sgt. Joe J. Garza, 43. Robstown,
Texas. Died in Baghdad April 28 after falling out
of vehicle that swerved to avoid civilian vehicle.
Garza was assigned to Ist Battalion, 30th
Infantry Regiment. Fort Benning, Ga. Marine
Pvt. Jonathan Gifford. Macon. Ill. Killed in
action near Nasiriyah on March 23. Previously
listed as missing. He was with the 1st Battalion,
2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Expedi-
tionary Brigade. Camp Lejeune. N.C.

Army Pfc Jesse A. Givens, 34. Springfield,
Mo. Killed on May 1 in Al Habbaniyah when
tank in which he was riding fell into river. He
was with 2nd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry
Regiment. Fort Carson. Colo.

Army Sgt. Troy David Jenkins, 25, Ridge-
crest, Calif. Died April 24 at a hospital in
Germany from schrapnel wounds received in
Iraq while on patrol April 19. He was assigned to
B Company. 3rd Battalion. 187th Infantry Regi-
ment, Fort Campbell. Ky.

Marine Lance Cpl. Alan Dinh Lam, 19,
Snow Camp. N.C. Killed when enemy rocket
he was inspecting exploded. He was assigned
to the 8th Communications Battalion, 2nd
Marine Expeditionary Battalion. Camp Leje-
une. N.C.

Marine Cpl. Jason David Mileo, 20 Centre-
ville, Md. Shot and killed April 14 when mis-
taken as an enemy soldier. Incident is under
investigation. He was with the 3rd Battalion,
4th Marine Regiment. Ist Marine Division.
Twenty-nine Palms, Calif.

Army Ist Lt. Osbaldo Orozco. 26, Delano.
Calif. Killed April 25 when vehicle rolled over
in rough terrain in Iraq. He was with C Com-
pany, Ist Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment,
Fort Hood. Texas.

Army Cpl. John T. Rivero, 23, Tampa, Fla.
Killed in Kuwait April 17 when his vehicle

overturned. Rivero was assigned to C Com-
pany. 2nd Battalion, 124th Infantry Division,
Eustis, Fla.

Army Spc. Narson B. Sullivan, 21, North
Brunswick. N.J. Killed by noncombat weapon
discharge April 25. Incident is under investiga-
tion. He was with the 411th Military Police
Company, Fort Hood, Texas.

Air Force Maj. William R. Watkins III, 37,
Danville, Va. Killed in action April 7 when the
FI15E in which he was flying as a weapons offi-
cer went down during a combat mission in Iraq.
He was assigned to the 333rd Fighter Squadron,
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C.

(Source: U.S. Department of Defense.)

Analysis:
Strategic
bombing in
Iraq war

THOMAS HOULAHAN

WASHINGTON, April 23 (UPI) — Operation
Iraqgi Freedom provided good news and bad
news for advocates of strategic bombing. The
good news is that our bombing was more accu-
rate than it has ever been. The bad news is that,
dramatically increased bombing accuracy
notwithstanding, strategic bombing once again
failed to bring Saddam Hussein’s regime to its
knees. As was the case 12 years ago, victory
required significant fighting on the ground.

As with many other systems. in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the first Gulf War, the per-
formance of cruise missiles like the Tomahawk
was overrated. At the time, the U.S. military
reported that of the 288 Tomahawks launched
at the Iraqis. eight malfunctioned after launch,
45 missed their targets. two were shot down
and 233 scored hits. However. in the years that
followed. serious studies found that the Toma-
hawk’s success rate had been significantly
overstated. It is now widely believed that Tom-
ahawks destroyed their targets less than 40 per-
cent of the time.
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The Defense Intelligence Agency conducted
a bomb damage assessment on 357 strategic
targets for which sufficient data was available.
Some of these targets were engaged by Toma-
hawks. Of the 34 Tomahawks launched against
these targets, 18 destroyed their targets and 16
failed to do so. about a 53 percent success rate.
Of the 16 that failed to destroy their targets, the
largest portion (the exact numerical breakdown
remains classified) experienced guidance fail-
ures on the way to the target. The Tomahawks,
also known as TLAMs — which stands for tac-
tical land attack missiles — were guided to their
targets in 1991 by topographic maps stored in
their electronic brains. The missile scanned the
terrain in front of it and compared what it saw
against digitally coded topographic information
preloaded by the Defense Mapping Agency.

The terrain some Tomahawks had to fly over
was so flat and featureless that the missiles
were unable to properly guide to their targets. It
was later disclosed that in some attacks Central
Command solved this problem by flying mis-
siles over the rockier terrain of Iran without the
Iranian government’s permission. For obvious
reasons. this was a tactic that had to be used
sparingly. Therefore, many missiles had to fly
over less than ideal terrain and were lost on the
way to their targets.

In the years before Operation Iraqi Freedom.
the guidance problem was largely solved.
Tomahawks are now guided by global position-
ing system satellite signals. not terrain features.
Though a few Tomahawks did malfunction.
landing in Saudi Arabia or Turkey, it appears
that the overwhelming majority hit their targets.

Not only were cruise missile strikes more
accurate, they were more common. A total of
333 cruise missiles were launched during Oper-
ation Desert Storm (There were 45 air-
launched cruise missiles. very similar to the
Tomahawk. dropped from B-52s). About 800
cruise missiles were launched 12 years later
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. The strategic
bombing campaign did not sufter from a lack of
resources.

Guided bombs also were more common. In
Desert Storm, some 9.500 guided bombs were
dropped. In the recent war, around 23.000 were
dropped. As with cruise missiles, guided bombs
were more accurate in the second Gult War
than in the first. Many of the bombs dropped in

Iraqi Freedom were satellite-guided. This cut
down on some of the problems encountered in
the first Gulf War by airmen trying to guide
their bombs optically or by laser under com-
bat conditions. Obviously, it is difficult to
guide a bomb when you are dodging antiair-
craft missiles.

Of course, combat conditions for allied air
crews were much less intense than they were
during Desert Storm. At the beginning of the
first Gulf War, Baghdad had the second densest
concentration of antiaircraft weapons in the
world, behind Moscow. However, Irag’s anti-
aircraft defenses were nearly destroyed during
the first Gulf war. They had continued to waste
away over the next 12 years as antiaircraft mis-
sile sites were destroyed after trying to engage
American aircraft patrolling the no-fly zone.
The lack of strong air defenses made it possible
for pilots to fly at lower altitudes and made
delivering non-satellite-guided bombs much
easier.

As aresult of improvements in guidance and
in bombing conditions, it appears that during
Operation Iraqi Freedom. guided bombs hit the
buildings they were aimed at nearly 100 per-
cent of the time. It should be pointed out that,
claims by bombing enthusiasts to the contrary.
one cannot sail a bomb through the window of
his choice. Guided bombs are not that accurate.
However. they will hit within a few meters of
their aim point, and that is usually accurate
enough to destroy a selected structure.

Figuring out which targets to strike and how
to destroy them were the world’s top experts on
strategic bombing. The U.S. armed forces have
strategic bombing down to a science. Based on
information collected from a wide variety of
intelligence sources. targeteers select which
structures to strike. Once targets are selected.
weaponeers determine what type of. and how
many, bombs or missiles would be necessary to
produce the damage they want on a selected
structure.

Coalition targeteers had a much better idea
of which buildings to strike than they did in
1991. American and British intelligence agen-
cies had been gathering information about
potential targets for 12 years. Satellite coverage
over lraq was far more extensive than it was
during the first Gulf War. There had also been

tremendous advances in the coalition’s ability
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to gather Iraqi signals intelligence. Centcom
targeteers knew which buildings were being
used for what purpose.

Centcom weaponeers had voluminous infor-
mation on many targeted structures, to include
blueprints showing how the structures were
built, with what materials, and what areas were
vulnerable. The strategic bombing campaign
did not suffer from a lack of information.

In Operation Iraqi Freedom, the tools
required for successful strategic bombing were
closer to perfect than they have ever been. Con-
ditions for strategic bombing could hardly have
been better. The coalition had the world’s top
bombing experts. These planners had more
information about their targets than any plan-
ners have ever had before. Yet, with all these

advantages, strategic bombing failed to pro-
duce the paralysis it was designed to produce.
As in 1991, the Iraqi command and control sys-
tem was disrupted, but not paralyzed.

Strategic bombing enthusiasts have claimed
that in the future, wars could be won by bomb-
ing alone. This war provided further proof that
reports of the death of ground fighting have
been greatly exaggerated.

(Thomas Houlahan is the director of the
Military Assessment Program of the William R.
Nelson Institute at James Madison University.
A veteran of the Army’s 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion and the XVIII Airborne Corps staff, he is
the author of “Gulf War: The Complete History,”
Schrenker Military Publishing, New London,
N.H., 1999.)
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THE IRAQ WAR

IRAQ, April 8 (UPI) — A-10 maintenance members from the 392 Air Expeditionary Wing inspect their
aircraft for any additional damage after it was hit by an Iragi missile in the right engine on April 8,
2003, at a forward deployed location in southern Iraq during Operation Iragi Freedom. The A-10 made
it back to the base safely. (U.S. Air Force/Shane A. Cuomo, UPI)

AFGHANISTAN, March 24 (UPl) — As a new war got under way in Irag, American dead are flown
home to Dover Air Force base in Delaware in a grim reminder of the human costs from another war zone
where the casualties continued. Army Chaplain (Col.) Richard Rogers performs the last rites for six U.S.
airmen killed when their HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter crashed near Ghazni in Afghanistan, as they flew

to pick up two Afghan children for medical treatment at a U.S. field hospital at Bagram Air Base. (U.S
Army/Terri Rorke, UPI)
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BASRA, Irag, April 5 (UPI) — A donkey pulls a wagon of Iragis just outside of the city of Basra on
April 5, 2003, past a checkpoint of British troops. Units of the 7th Armored Brigade moved just outside

the city of Basra and had been conducting raids on resistance groups in Iraq’s second largest city. {Chris
Corder, UPI)

BASRA, Iraq, April 6 (UPI) — A member of the Irish Guard looks on as a Warrior armored personnel
carrier from the Royal Scats Dragoon, 7th Armored Brigade, aka Desert Rats, leave a former technical
school and Baath Party headquarters they had taken control of only days previous, enroute.
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ABOARD THE USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, Eastern Mediterranean, March 21 (UPI) — Ordnance

handlers load a F-14 Tomcat with GBU-31 1000 pound bombs on the flight deck of the aircraft carrier
USS Harry S. Truman on Friday, March 21, 2003, in the eastern Mediterranean Sea. (John Gillis, UPI)
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USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, Eastern Mediterranean, March 31 (UPI) — A pilof of o F-18 H
his turn to launch from the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman for a strike into Iraq on the e
ing of March 31, 2003, in the eastern Mediterranean. (John Gillis, UPI)




ABOARD THE USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, Eastern Mediterranean, March 31 (UPI) — A hook run-
ner gives the all-clear for a F-18 Hornet to move off the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS Harry S.
Truman after it released the arresting cable from its tail hook after returning from a mission over Iraqg on
March 31, 2003, in the eastern Mediterranean. (John Gillis, UPI)

SOLAYMANYIAH, Irag, March 23 (UPI} — Kurdish Iragi refugees from Solaymaniyah, Irag, camp
near Parviz Khan-Qasr-e-shirin, near Iran on March 23, 2003. Approximately 200 fomilies are camp-
ing out, hoping to avoid the war and get on with life. (Ali Khaligh, UPI)
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of Kurdish refugees flee the potential war zone near their home in Solaymanyiah for home-made tents in
makeshift campgrounds.

s

KUWAIT CITY, Kuwait, March 20 (UPI) — Members of the U.S. Army wait out a possi

threat in the basement shelter of the Hilton Hotel just outside Kuwait City on March 20, 20C

three air raid sirens have filled the airwaves after Iragis fired missiles in Kuwait's direction. At least one
missile was shot down by a Patriot missile, with others landing harmlessly in the desert. (Chris Corder,

UPI)
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field in southern
two fires at oil wells
International Well Cont
water from smaller storage
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s, Iraq, April 2 (UP) — A soldier from the Army helps guard the Rumaila oil

firefighters prepare massive water lagoons in the

fleeing Iraqgi ormy on April 2, 2003. Teams from Boots & Coots
| the Kuwait Oil Co. foiled to put out the blazes earlier this week, using

tanks. (Chris Corder, UPY)

desert to extinguish the lost
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HILLTOP CHECKPOINT, Kuwait, March 21 (UPl) — Army military M.P:s guard Hilllop Checkpoint
north of Kuwait City on March 21, 2003. (Chris Corder, UPI)
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USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, the Arabian Gulf, March 24 (UPl) — An aviation ordnanceman checks
over racks of precision-guided ordnance before moving them to the “bomb farm,” on the flight deck of the
USS Abraham Lincoln on March 24, 2003. Lincoln and Carrier Air Wing Fourteen are conducting combat
operations in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Operation Iragi Freedom is the multinational codlition

effort to liberate the Iraqi people, eliminate Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction and end the regime of Sad-
dam Hussein. (U.S. Navy photo/Michael S. Kelly, UPI)
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USS CONSTELLATION, March
23 (UPl) — A Tomahawk land
attack missile is launched from
the guided missile destroyer USS
Winston S. Churchill on March
23, 2003. (U.S. NGV)’/UP|)

USS KITTY HAWK, The Arcbian Gulf, March 18 (UPl) — An F/A-18C Hornet makes an arrested
landing on the flight deck aboard the USS Kitty Hawk on March 18, 2003. Kitty Hawk and her
embarked Carrier Air Wing Five are conducting combat missions in support of Operations Southern
Watch and Enduring Freedom. Kitty Hawk is the Navy’s only permanently forward-deployed aircraft
carrier and operates out of Yokosuka, Japan. (Todd Frantom, U.S. Navy/UPI)
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NAJAF, Iraq, April 8 (UPI) — U.S. Army military police provide crowd control while Iragi citizens line up
for food and water being distributed to citizens in need near, Najcf, Irag, on Aprit 8, 2003. The U.S mil-
itary is working with infernational relief organizations to help provide food and medicine for the Iraqi
people in support of Operation Iragi Freedom. Operation Iraqi Freedom is the multinational codlition effort
to liberate the Iragi people, eliminate Irag’s weapons of mass destruction and end the regime of Saddam
Hussein. (U.S. Navy photo by Photographer’s Mate 1st Class Arlo K. Abrahamson)
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USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, Mediterranean Sea, April 11 (UPI) — Two F/A-18 Hornets assigned fo the
“Gunslingers” of Strike Fighter Squadron One Zero Five fly close air support missions for codlition special
operations forces on April 11, 2003. (U.S. Navy/Tom Lalor, UPI)
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Iraq, March 28 (UPI) — Air Force members from the 621st Air Mobility Group Tanker Airlift Control
Element pose in front of a makeshift sign at a forward deployed location in southern Iraq on March 28,
2003. (Shane A. Cuomo/REX FEATURES, UPI)
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HARIR AIRFIELD, March 30 (UPI) — Paratroopers of the U.S. Army 173rd Airborne Brigade
stationed near the Harir Airfield, 45 miles northeast of Irbil in Kurdish-controlled northern Irag, continue
to reinforce their positions on March 27, 2003. An estimated 1,000 paratraopers landed last Thursday
and seized the airfield as a possible staging ground for a second front against Saddam Hussein.
(Ali Khaligh, UPI)
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KHAZER, Irag, April 4 (UPl) — American troops hold a position near the northern Iraqi town of

Khazer, about 20 miles from Mosul, on April 4, 2003. Skirmishes continue as the U.S. military consol-
idates its position. (Ali Khaligh, UPI)
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CENTRAL COMMAND AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY, April 9 (UPI) — U.S. Navy docfo
Bryan Schumacher (right) and Senior Chief Hospital Corpsman Zachary Rowe (lefl), o
Regimental Aid Station, 1st Marine Division, 5th Marines, renders medica

ssigned to

aid to a wounded Iragi
civilian in o northern suburb of Baghdad in support of Operation Iragi Freedom. (U.S. Marine
Corps/Brian Winnett, UPI) '
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BASRA, Iraq, April (UPI) —
A Challenger-2 tank from the
Queen'’s Royal Lancers holds o
position as a local biker rides
by in Bosra, Iraqg, in April,
2003. {Rex Features, UPI)
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Irag, April 8 (UPI) — Cpl. Hughes 3 Para making friends with local children on April 8, 2003.
(Rex Features, UPI)
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UMM QASR, Irag,
March 25 (UPI) — K Dog,
a bottle-nosed dolphin
from Commander Task
Unit, leaps out of the
water in front of Sgt.
Andrew Garrett during
training near the USS
Gunston Hall, operating
in the Arabian Gulf. {U.S.
Navy, Rex Features, UPI)
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BASRA, Iraq (UPI) — Soldiers of 3 Platoon, Number 1 Company 1st Battalion, the Irish Guards, escort
a group of Iragi men leaving the city of Basra to check their IDs, and to ensure they are not fleeing Iragi
soldiers or guerrilla fighters. The men were subsequently released. (Rex Features, UPI)
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BASRA, Iraq, March 28 (UPI) — A group of Iragi males are detained at the gateway to
the city of Basra by soldiers serving with 3 Platoon, Number 1 Company, 1st Battalion, the
Irish Guards. The soldiers manning the checkpoint on the bridge into and out of Basra are
there to show a presence and to prevent Iragi soldiers and militia leaving the city to pos-
soldiers attempting to gain
ound. (Rex Features, UPI)

sibly fight coalition forces. These men were suspected of bein
entry into the city. They were released, as no proof could be

HMS Ark Royal,
March 28 (UPl) — Fol-
lowing the tragic deaths
of seven aircrew officers
of 849 Squadron A
Flight early in the morn-
ing of March 22, a repa-
triation ceremony for
three of the seven was
held onboard HMS Ark
Royal on March 28,
2003. Leading the cere-
mony was the Rev Tudor
Bottwood, RN, the mem-
bers of A Flight acting as

all bearers alongside
officers of the ship’s com-
pany. {Rex Features, UPI)



IRAQ, April 2003 (UPI) — A dead Iraqi soldier lies on the side of a road as members of Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion 74 pass by in Irag on April 3, 2003. (Rex Features, UPI)

BASRA, Iraq (UPl) — A family of Iragi civilians seek the help of a soldier serving with Number 2 Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, the Irish Guards, to locate their other child, caught up in the panic caused by incom-
ing small-arms fire from Iragi positions in Basra. The family were part of a column of people fleeing the
city of Basra when it and the soldiers manning the checkpoint came under small-arms fire from two Iragi
positions several hundred meters away. The Irish Guards were trying to give protection to the local civil-
ians as well as ensure that no Iraqi military or militia slipped through the checkpoint disguised as ordi-
nary civilians. After returning small-arms fire and bringing in artillery fire on the two positions, the
soldiers were able to allow free access across the checkpoint. {Rex Features, UPI)



UMM QASR, Iraq, April (UPI) — Damaged ond defaced by unknown residents, this billboard stands
as a testimony to the deep-seated distaste for the Saddam Hussein regime in Umm Quasr, Iraq, in April
2003. (Matthew Jones/Rex Features UPI)
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CAMP PENNSYLVANIA, Kuwait (UPl) — Soldiers of the 1st Brigode, 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), mourning the loss of Capt. Christopher Seifert ot a memorial ceremony at Camp Pennsylvania.

Seifert was killed when o grenade was thrown info a sleep tent. The atiack left 15 other soldiers wounded.
(Rex Features, UPI)
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